
Lottery,
Sweepstakes,

& Prize Scams



Lottery & Sweepstake Scams
• YOU’RE A WINNER…for a fee
• It is illegal to ask you to pay or buy something to 

enter or increase your odds of winning.
• Letters often claim that you’ve been given the opportunity 

to play or have won a foreign lottery.
• Will often sell your information to other advertisers when 

you sign up.
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• Signs of a prize scam:
– You have to pay a fee to receive the prize (illegal).
– You have to wire money or send a prepaid debit card.
– You have to deposit a check that they send you to 

claim your prize (fake check scam).
– You have to attend a sales meeting to win.
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• Text Message Scams
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• How to avoid being scammed:
– Do your research before sending any money or 

personal information.
– Don’t click on any links in a text message or email.
– Report spam text messages to your cell phone 

carrier and then delete the text message.
– Notify your state attorney general or local 

consumer protection office.
– Report it to the

Federal Trade Commission
(1-877-FTC-HELP)
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• https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0199-prize-
scams#textmessage

• https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/pages/attac
hments/2016/09/20/for_web_visualaide_fullmailer_091
416.pdf

• https://www.ncoa.org/blog/3-most-popular-scams-
targeting-seniors-2017/
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